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AUTUMN NEWSLETTER 2022

Honouring Our Queen
The Gurney Fund had an historic 

opportunity to pay our respects 

to Her Majesty The Queen at her 

state funeral.

Her Majesty was Patron of The 

Gurney Fund, and Chairman Tim 

Packham was honoured to attend 

the service at Westminster Abbey 

on our behalf.

Tim described the experience as 

“very sombre and very moving”.

He added: “I was seated in the 

Abbey from about half past eight. 

We had to be seated by half past 

nine for the ceremony that started 

at 11 o’clock, and the time actually 

flew by. 

“As I walked in I was told to sit 

anywhere on the left. I took my seat 

on the left at the end of an aisle so I 

had somewhere to stretch my legs. 

“I had no idea I’d sat at the main 

door, so I saw the Queen’s coffin 

come in accompanied by the King 

and all the royal family, followed by 

the Archbishop of Canterbury and 

all the other clergy. 

“And then, because of where I 

was sat, I saw them all coming out 

as well.

“It was an absolute honour to be 

there, it really was.

“I was extremely privileged 

and very honoured to represent 

the staff, fellow Trustees and the 

beneficiaries that all belong to The 

Gurney Fund. 

“It was a humbling experience 

and one that will stay with me 

forever.”

“It was a humbling experience and one that will stay with me forever”
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Why We Do What We Do
We have received wonderful messages of thanks from our Gurney families 
after making a one-off payment to celebrate The Queen’s Platinum Jubilee

“Thanks for the Jubilee payment. The 
work you guys do is so appreciated”

“The Gurney Fund has been very 
generous to my daughter and we truly 

are grateful for the educational support 
she has received”

“I would just like to say on behalf of my 
son, thank you. The Gurney Fund has 

really enhanced his life. It has enabled 
him to buy things that he normally 

would not have had”

“I would have struggled a lot if I did not 
have The Gurney Fund to help me. Words 
do not do justice to how much this charity 

has helped me and my family”

“What a lovely surprise from The Gurney 
Fund celebrating the Queen’s Platinum 

Jubilee. Also thank you to everyone 
involved at The Gurney Fund”

“I just wanted to take the opportunity to 
say how much difference this makes to 

the boys’ lives and how much pressure it 
takes off me. Forever grateful”

“Thank you for the grant that you sent 
for the Queen’s Jubilee, it was a very 
pleasant surprise! I will be using the 

money for a break with some friends to 
celebrate the end of my studies”

“I’d like to thank The Gurney Fund for 
their generosity during the Queen’s 
Platinum Jubilee. £250 is very much 
appreciated and goes a long way” “Thank you very much for this kind 

donation. The children will be over the 
moon”

“I write with gratitude at the granting of 
funds to my family. It will make a huge 

difference to the boys as it will be used to 
support their education and they will be 
able to partake in things they wouldn’t 

have been able to without the Fund”

“I wanted to say a big thank you from 
our family for all the help since my 

children became beneficiaries some 
years ago when I was medically retired”

“I wanted to express my sincere thanks to 
you all at The Gurney Fund – my children 

were incredibly surprised and are very 
grateful for the grant paid to them to 

mark the Queen’s Jubilee”

“Thank you for everything you have 
done for us. The studies are going well, I 
couldn’t continue without your support 
so I can’t express my gratitude enough”

“You all do an incredible job and your 
support has made such a massive 

difference to our lives. To know that 
they are able to take up so many 

opportunities in life is amazing and such 
a relief, especially as a single parent”

“Thank you to you and the Fund for 
everything they have done for our family 

– we are always so grateful”
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A Very Welcome Holiday
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n see more photos from our 2022 holiday on page 4 and 5

“I wanted to express our thanks to everyone 
involved in pulling together The Gurney Fund 
holiday and giving the boys the opportunity. 

They all had an amazing time. 
“It was an opportunity to meet up with friends 

made on previous trips. 
“Our thanks to the group leaders and the 

other people who made the holiday so much 
fun for them”

“Thank you so 
much for giving 

me the experience 
and the chance 

to meet so many 
other new people 

alongside making 
so many amazing 

memories!”

“I know that my 
children are making 

good friends with 
others who are in 
similar situations 

and who they 
remain in contact 

with throughout the 
year”

After a hiatus of three years 

and the challenges of COVID-19, 

The Gurney Fund’s summer 

holiday returned in August, 

with 38 beneficiaries aged 11 to 

18 heading to Calshot Activities 

Centre in Hampshire for five fun-

packed days.

In gloriously sunny weather, the 

children enjoyed outdoor water ac-

tivities on the Solent, archery, indoor 

skiing, kayaking, climbing walls, 

cycling around a 142m velodrome, 

and much more.   

Sherral and Nikki from The Gur-

ney Fund office greeted the children 

as they arrived and said: “It was an 

amazing opportunity to meet our 

families, who all congregated in the 

hangar where some of the activities 

take place. Nerves and excitement 

were palpable in equal measure.”

The dynamic team of helpers 

and group leaders included two 

ex-beneficiaries of The Gurney 

Fund, Ash and Kitty. Ash is now 

a police officer and Kitty has just 

kicked off her SEN teaching career. 

They worked alongside the Cal-

shot staff to ensure everyone had a 

fantastic time, with the focus being 

on fun and friendship. 

Ash said: “The Gurney Fund was 

there for me and my family for as 

long as I can remember. To be able 

to take an active part in supporting 

these kids now is a huge honour.

“The kids in the Gurney Fund 

family are so inspiring. They have 

come together on this holiday after 

a couple of very tough years, and 

shown resilience, courage, compas-

sion and phenomenal teamwork – it 

has been a blast!”

Kitty agreed it had been a great 

holiday, saying: “Having been a 

beneficiary of The Gurney Fund 

since 2009, I was very excited to 

support the next generation on 

their residential week.

“I knew first-hand what each 

child was experiencing, whether 

they were brand new and just start-

ing their Gurney Fund adventure, or 

18 years old and experiencing it for 

the last time. 

“I had some wonderful conver-

sations with all the beneficiaries 

and enjoyed learning about their 

personalities and how each and 

every one of them brings something 

to The Gurney Fund family. Being a 

helper was an amazing experience, 

particularly as it meant I could use 

the skills that were shown to me 

to help others and to show that 

everything does turn out OK in the 

end.”

The leaders said that though 

some of the children had been 

nervous at the beginning, they soon 

began chatting to each other and 

settling in. As well as the amazing 

variety of activities, the children said 

they really enjoyed the food, espe-

cially the breakfasts and pizza! Firm 

friendships were formed and once 

the week was over they continued 

via the group chats they had set up. 

The holiday couldn’t have gone 

ahead this year without the endless 

energy, commitment, enthusiasm 

and care of helpers Trace, Ash, Kitty, 

Georgina and Geoff. Judging by the 

feedback from beneficiaries and 

parents, they did a fantastic job 

and everyone at The Gurney Fund is 

extremely grateful. 

“The kids in the Gurney Fund family are so inspiring”
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HOLIDAY 2022
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Congratulations To All Our Amazing Graduates

Hampshire siblings Ella and 

Lucy can both be proud of their 

achievements this year. 

Ella (left) graduated from Royal 

Holloway with a first class honours 

degree in History and Lucy (right) 

has completed her degree appren-

ticeship police training and is now 

heading out on to the Hampshire 

streets as a police officer. 

Their mum had this to say about 

the Fund: “We are so grateful for 

all the help and support we have 

received over the years and Lucy 

is grateful for the friendships she 

has made on The Gurney Fund 

holidays.”

Former beneficiary Lucy shared a 

few thoughts with us about her ex-

perience in police training. She said: 

“I started the PCDA with Hampshire 

Constabulary at the start of May 

after a lengthy application process. 

We spend 15 weeks at the head-

quarters in Hamble doing our initial 

training, which involves a wide 

variety of different training activities.

“My favourite so far has probably 

been our personal safety training 

because we get to be active and 

you can really surprise yourself with 

what you can actually do. Everyone 

on my intake is really nice, and 

even though there is a huge age 

range, everyone meets up outside 

of training and we’ve made friends 

quite quickly. 

“On Friday mornings we have 

our parade and inspection and we 

have to ensure our uniform is neat 

and tidy and our boots are properly 

polished. We have to know informa-

tion about the local area as well as 

facts and information from things 

we have been learning to be able to 

answer the Sergeant or Inspector’s 

questions. 

“Coming from The Gurney 

Fund and having parents who are 

ex-police officers has been really 

beneficial as I already have a little 

knowledge of what the job entails. 

During my training I’ve seen so 

many people I know from various 

Gurney Fund activities and they’re 

very welcoming. We’ve had talks as 

an intake from the Federation and 

The Gurney Fund was mentioned in 

these talks. 

“As an ex-beneficiary I was able 

to help people understand more 

about The Gurney Fund. I’m so 

grateful for all the help that The 

Gurney Fund offered me when I was 

a beneficiary and I’m glad that I 

can now contribute to The Gurney 

Fund through my pay to help other 

children.”

Siblings’ Great Achievements

Eloise is one of our Hampshire 

beneficiaries and has shared 

news of her graduation with 

us. 

Eloise has been a beneficiary 

since 2014 and she wanted to 

say a few words about how the 

Fund has supported her along her 

education journey.

She said: “I am just about to 

finish my Masters of Public Health 

degree at Liverpool John Moores 

University.

“I am currently finalising my 

dissertation on the perceptions 

of hospitality workers regarding 

the impact of their work on their 

health. 

“In mid-September, I start my 

new job as a Community Health 

Champion at Irish Community 

Care, a charity that aims to 

respond to the needs of Irish and 

Irish Traveller communities across 

the North West. 

“I grew up in a disadvantaged 

area that is known for its poor 

GCSE results, but The Gurney 

Fund helped me to afford to travel 

to a different college where I was 

able to attain good A-Level results 

and therefore go to university.

“Without the consistent help 

and support of The Gurney Fund, I 

probably wouldn’t have even con-

sidered doing a Masters degree 

and definitely wouldn’t be in the 

position I am now! 

“I hope I can continue to help 

others as they helped me.”

Abigail from Hampshire 

graduated from 

Cambridge University with 

a 2:1 in Natural Sciences 

and will be applying to 

medical school to become 

a doctor. 

Abigail’s mum had this to 

say about The Gurney Fund: 

“Thank you very much for all 

the support you have given 

her over the past three years.

“Honestly, you have been 

amazing and helped hugely 

to smooth the path through 

her studies, especially when 

tragedy struck us during 

COVID. “I am personally im-

mensely grateful to you all.”
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Two Gurney Fund 

beneficiaries, Katie and Freya, 

sent us this great pic after a 

camping trip. Their mum tells 

us they had a blast at camp 

and returned home on a real 

high and wanted to thank 

The Gurney Fund for the help 

we provided in supporting 

the trip.

Keep in touch
Write: 9 Bath Road, Worthing, West Sussex, BN11 3NU Call: 01903 237256 Email: info@gurneyfund.org

 Registered Charity No: 1156903
/TheGurneyFund @GurneyFund

Since we started offering Fund assistance with counselling to our 
beneficiaries in 2020, we have provided grants of nearly £15,000

The Gurney Fund’s new 

Treasurer, Tom Arthur, says he’s 

seen the good work the Fund 

has done for families in his own 

force.

Tom, who is Secretary of Surrey 

Police Federation, said: “In my 

force, I had personal circumstances 

where two officers have sadly gone 

now and left children behind. I was 

aware that The Gurney Fund had 

been helping the children. 

“The more I found out about it, 

the more I learned what a valuable 

charity it is and the work they do for 

the children. 

“I know for a fact, just in Surrey 

alone, we’ve got about 15 children 

receiving assistance.” 

He said he hoped to attract more 

donations to The Gurney Fund by 

spreading the word about how it 

helps the police family.

He said: “You might have some-

body who comes to us at a very 

early age, and the joy of The Gurney 

Fund is that you can see them 

through to higher education, and 

help with things like driving lessons. 

“So the Fund virtually follows 

them through right to their adult 

life, helping as much as possible.

“It’s even down to little things like 

help with school trips and school 

uniforms as these expenses can put 

a lot of strain on a family. 

“We want more people to know 

about The Gurney Fund. It’s less 

than £1 a month to contribute to 

it, but in Surrey, for instance, we’ve 

got fewer than 15% of officers who 

contribute. 

“So we’re going to try to get our 

name out there a lot more and let 

people know what a good fund 

it is.”

Tom was speaking as the sum-

mer Gurney Kids activity holiday 

was taking place. 

He said: “It’s really good to see 

it come back. What with COVID, 

they’ve had to shelve it for a couple 

of years, but we’ve been able to get 

30 to 40 children out there, doing 

activities, giving them a week away. 

“And this year, two of the helpers 

used to be recipients of The Gurney 

Fund themselves, so it’s really nice 

to see them volunteer to come back 

and get involved.”

Spread The Word

Grants
Over the past 12 

months, in addition 
to counselling grants 

and Jubilee grants, the 
Trustees have awarded 

£514,000 in weekly 
allowances, £161,000 
in educational grants 

(higher education, 
laptops, driving 
lessons, school 

trips) and £41,000 
in Christmas gift 

payments.

Camping 
Adventure

“We want more people to know about The Gurney Fund. 
It’s less than £1 a month to contribute to it”


