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Congratulations To Lilly
Following a family bereavement 

and the impact of the lockdown 

in early 2020, Rowena found 

herself needing to access the 

resources of a counsellor for her 

daughter Lilly.

Rowena said: “We were told 

that due to the pandemic and the 

increase in mental health needs, a 

referral would take over 12 months 

and then there would be a waiting 

list. But the help offered by The  

Gurney Fund meant we could  

engage a private counsellor for Lilly. 

“Following her treatment, Lilly is a 

much happier child and this would 

not have been possible without 

the help of The Gurney Fund, as 

we simply could not have afforded 

the help and the waiting list would 

have meant that she would still be 

waiting for support. 

“Thanks to the counselling Lilly 

received she was also able to at-

tend a school camp, which helped 

her confidence massively. 

“I cannot thank the Fund enough. 

You have no idea of the impact you 

have on families! Today I have a 

happy, more confident girl who has 

loved trying new experiences that 

she would not have been able to 

access had she not had the support 

from her counsellor, and this was all 

thanks to The Gurney Fund.”

Lilly is pictured above with the 

Cheddon Cup, awarded to her at 

the end of Year 6 for demonstrating 

the school values (respect, trust 

and perseverance) throughout the 

whole of her primary education. 

Rowena added: “We could not 

be prouder of her and I know that 

by helping to fund things such 

as swimming lessons, science 

club, sports and the counselling 

(all of which have boosted her 

confidence), The Gurney Fund has 

contributed to her award. This is 

the impact The Gurney Fund has on 

children and it could not be more 

appreciated”.
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“I cannot thank the Fund enough, you have no idea of the impact you have”
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“Thank you for the fantastic 

work you do to support young 

people who have experienced 

one of the most traumatic things 

a child or teenager could.”

That was the lovely feedback we 

received from one of our beneficiar-

ies, Charlotte, whose father was a 

Leicestershire officer. 

Charlotte got in touch with The 

Gurney Fund to say: “I have never 

really been in the mental head-

space to say thank you, but now is 

the time! 

“I am now 34 and a full-time SEN 

teacher running a unit for children 

with special needs in a mainstream 

school, and I’m also on the school’s 

management team.

“After my dad died when I was 

15, I thought going to uni was out of 

the question, but you guys helped 

tremendously. 

“I can’t fully remember what 

support we got back then, but I 

know you paid for all of my core 

textbooks, which there is just no 

way my mum could have afforded. 

“I did my degree in Early Child-

hood Studies (2007-2010) and then 

two years later (2012-2013) I went 

back to uni to do teacher training. 

“We were told to apply again, but 

that it was unlikely that we would 

get support, as I had had a break 

from education. However, because 

my training was an extension of 

my degree, you guys accepted and 

yet again helped with my core text 

books.

“I cannot thank you enough 

for the support you offered me. 

Without the support, I wouldn’t 

have been able to afford all of the 

resources I needed and the course 

would have been so much harder!

“I wanted to reach out with a bit 

of a success story, as eight years on, 

I am still a teacher and moving up 

the career ladder, which wouldn’t 

have been possible without the 

support you offered. 

“Thank you for the fantastic work 

you do to support young people 

who have experienced one of the 

most traumatic things a child or 

teenager could.”

Gurney Fund Success Story

Flying The Flag At Fun Day
A panda, picnics and police cars 
– what a wonderful day our Chris 

McNicol had at the Hampshire 
Police Federation Family Fun 

Day in August. Congratulations 
to everyone involved. Chris said: 

“Thank you for the opportunity to 
once again fly The Gurney Fund 

flag.”
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Mel Warnes and Jon Carter-Lang 

are the newest Trustees of The 

Gurney Fund.

Mel, who is also Chair of Surrey 

Police Federation, said she “jumped 

at the chance” to take over as a 

Sergeants’ Trustee.

She said: “The Gurney Fund is 

a fantastic charity and it helps an 

awful lot of Surrey children, because 

unfortunately we have many who 

have been referred to the Fund.

“I was aware of the good work 

that the charity does and when I 

had an opportunity to join, I jumped 

at the chance.”

She added: “It’s a great or-

ganisation and it’s about helping 

children, whether it’s to get their 

driver’s licence or put them through 

university. Losing a parent who was 

a police officer, or a parent that is 

now ill-health retired, they more 

often than not will need financial 

assistance. So to think about put-

ting somebody through university 

or just buying a laptop for a child to 

assist them in their school work, is 

an amazing thing.”

Mel said she was looking forward 

to helping allocate funds and 

make sure the Gurney Kids have 

everything they need.

She said: “You see the help that it 

can give children – it’s about spend-

ing the money in the right way. It’s 

tangible and, COVID-permitting, 

hopefully next year we can start 

the holidays again and help the 

children get away.”

Joining Mel as a new Trustee is 

Jon Carter-Lang, who is Secretary of 

Leicestershire Police Federation. 

Jon said: “The Gurney Fund is 

something that has always been 

well-publicised within Leicestershire 

and I’m aware of the good things 

it’s done for the families of officers 

from our force.

“Very sadly a colleague I worked 

with on my first station required as-

sistance and I remember how The 

Gurney Fund helped his children – 

that has stayed with me.

“I’ve also seen the Police 

Federation of England and Wales 

(PFEW) Chairman John Apter, who’s 

another of the Trustees, publicising 

the benefits of the holidays that 

The Gurney Fund puts on for the 

children. They are a real highlight.

“Overall, the charity is a really 

good cause that I wanted to be in-

volved in. When they said they had 

a vacancy for a Trustee I thought I’d 

put myself forward straight away.”

Jon said it was important for the 

children to have as many opportu-

nities as possible, and that the Fund 

helped them fulfil their potential.

He said: “I like the way the Fund 

will contribute towards specific 

things, like if someone wants driving 

lessons or to help someone through 

university. Those key milestones in 

a child’s life. It’s just so kids can do 

normal stuff and not miss out. Plus 

the children still feel they’re part of 

the police family, they’ve still got 

that connection.”

Jon added that he encouraged 

Leicestershire Police officers to 

contribute to the Fund. He said: 

“While you may never benefit from 

it yourself, it’s knowing you’ll help 

out someone else who’s less fortu-

nate. You’re helping the families of 

colleagues in the future.”

New Trustees Keen To Help

“It’s so kids can do normal stuff and not miss out on key milestones”
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Keep in touch
Write: 9 Bath Road, Worthing, West Sussex, BN11 3NU Call: 01903 237256 Email: info@gurneyfund.org

 Registered Charity No: 1156903
/TheGurneyFund @GurneyFund

At their August meeting, The Gurney Fund Trustees 
awarded educational grants of just over £7,500 

towards school uniform, computers, swimming 
lessons and study books for our beneficiaries.
Ten new beneficiaries were also registered for 

Gurney Fund assistance.

The Gurney Fund’s Trustees 

would like to thank the Dorset 

Police family for the generous 

donation they made recently.

The photo above shows Dorset 

Police Inspector Darren Stanton 

receiving a cheque from Retired 

Police Inspector Les Fry.

Les was part of a small team of 

officers who organised and ran The 

Dorchester and Weymouth Police 

Ball, a black-tie event raising money 

for local good causes. The event 

had run for many years, raising 

money each year for a different 

local charity. But with the reduction 

in police officer and staff numbers 

the event was deemed unviable 

and had not been held for several 

years.

There was money left in the ac-

count ready to fund future events, 

but with Les’s retirement and the 

impending retirement of others 

involved in the event, the decision 

was made that the event should 

cease and the remaining money be 

distributed to good causes.

After consultation with Anna 

Harvey, then Chair of Dorset Police 

Federation, it was decided that The 

Gurney Fund would be an ideal 

recipient of some of the money, to 

support the excellent work they do 

with the police service, supporting 

the children of deceased or medi-

cally retired police officers.

Les said: “We are really pleased 

to be able to donate the money to 

such a worthy cause and I am sure 

this money will support The Gurney 

Fund’s ongoing excellent work.”

Darren said: “The Gurney Fund 

has supported many police officers 

and their families over the years 

and they are extremely grateful for 

charitable donations such as this.”

Anna added: “The Gurney 

Fund helps support the children of 

officers who have died or left due to 

ill health retirement. 

“As Chair of Dorset Police Fed-

eration I had personal experience 

in how this Fund can really make a 

difference to those family members 

left behind.

“I would like to say a huge thank 

you to Councillor Les Fry for this do-

nation, and urge others to support 

this worthy charity if they can.”

Dorset’s Generous Donation 


