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Farewell To Two Trustees
The Gurney Fund Board meeting 

in May was the last for two of 

our valued and experienced 

Trustees, who are both retiring.

Pete Land was the Sergeants’ 

representative from Avon and Som-

erset Police, while Paul Campbell 

was the Sergeants’ representative 

from Surrey Police.

Pete was the Fund’s longest-serv-

ing Trustee, having joined the 

managing committee back in May 

2008.

Fund Manager Christine McNicol 

said: “During his time with the 

Fund, Pete has seen the move from 

unincorporated Trust to incorpo-

rated company and has always 

encouraged and embraced the 

Fund’s changes in technology. 

“Pete remembers with horror the 

days when meeting information 

was distributed in paper format 

and has been very adept at adjust-

ing to virtual meetings!

“Through the Avon and Somer-

set Branch of the Federation, Pete 

has provided great support with re-

gard to referrals and has set up new 

contacts who will continue this.”

Paul Campbell had been involved 

with The Gurney Fund since 2016, 

when he took over the role of local 

representative for Surrey, and he 

became a Trustee in 2017. 

“The Board will greatly miss the 

humour that he brought to meet-

ings,” Christine said.

Paul said he originally got 

involved with The Gurney Fund 

because he’d seen how it helped the 

families of Surrey Police officers who 

had died.

He said: “It was a way for me to 

raise its profile in my local force as 

well as being able to bring some as-

sistance to officers and families who 

had lost loved ones, and to provide 

an additional source of income for 

the families who deserved it. 

“It meant a lot to me that I was 

able to have a say and influence 

into how some of the money was 

spent.

“It was nice to see where the 

money was going and who was 

benefiting from it. 

“For those who are taking over as 

Trustees, I wish them well.”

Christine said that she, Chair-

man Tim Packham and the Board 

members wished both Pete and 

Paul long, healthy and happy 

retirements.
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Inspired by two strong 

independent women I met in my 

20s I decided to follow them and 

join the police in the summer of 

2002. 

Expecting a different day each 

day and to be able to make a 

positive difference to people/my 

community. I’m sure the same as 

the majority of people joining the 

job. 

My initial years in a rural market 

town, I had a good variety of expe-

riences in the job and an amazing 

shift to work with. Our nick was 

close knit and I was proud to be 

working for our Constabulary. The 

years and roles ticked by including 

working in the Domestic Abuse 

Team and Child Sexual Exploita-

tion Team.

The police family are a special 

bunch, inspirational people to 

work with and the humour getting 

you through a tough job/day. 

But without going into detail my 

mental health started to suffer due 

to work up to 2014 when I had a 

breakdown and although going 

back to work afterwards, I never 

fully recovered and went into a 

deeper breakdown which resulted 

in me having to be medical retired 

late in 2016 suffering with Complex 

PTSD and other Anxiety and De-

pression disorders. 

As a result, my marriage broke 

down and my children were 

suffering, I barely functioned to 

start with and my elderly parents 

took on a huge amount to care 

for me and my children. Days were 

filled with, shame, fear, guilt, pain, 

horror, abandonment, exhaustion, 

depression, worry and paranoia; 

a tiring cocktail. I was at the brink 

– this had drained my life, my soul 

and my reasons for living. 

At this point feeling like the 

police ‘family’ had turned their 

backs on me. I discovered a couple 

of police-oriented charities, whom 

I feel indebted to for their help and 

support.

The Injury On Duty Pensioners’ 

Association (IODPA) helped me 

through many things including the 

ill-health retirement process and 

facilitated my week long Upledger 

UK intensive CST (craniosacral 

therapy) therapy course. Also pro-

viding me with lifelong ex-police 

friends who understand my daily 

struggles.

And The Gurney Fund, who 

have restored my faith in the 

police ‘family’ and allowed me to 

be proud of what I did again and 

share it with my two children.

Every contact with the char-

ity– emails, phone calls and in 

person – is so full of kindness and 

compassion. That support and 

understanding is truly priceless.

The Gurney Fund have helped 

me for a few years financially with 

a grant for my two children, Lucas 

and Imi, this has allowed me to 

provide them with a much better 

quality of life. 

I’ve been able to let them attend 

weekly clubs like scouts, gymnas-

tics cyclocross and skating, buying 

the various bits of equipment and 

allowing them to fully engage in all 

the extra parts of these clubs like 

camps and overnight competi-

tions. I genuinely could not have 

done this without the Fund’s grant. 

It must be one of the hardest 

parts to my police injury; the ongo-

ing effects on my children. 

I wanted to give Lucas and Imi 

positive life experiences to remem-

ber rather than just my dark cloud 

of mental health and so because 

of The Gurney Fund we have 

been lucky to get to Chessington 

World of Adventures, Disneyland 

Paris and even managed a week 

in Tenerife. 

The Fund’s annual children’s 

holiday was a gamechanger, this 

amazing opportunity for my two, 

organised and run by the most 

wonderful people. Apart from the 

fabulous adventures they had, 

being able to meet with children of 

the police family in the same boat 

as them without that being the 

focus was very powerful for them. 

As was the day with the local force 

officers from TSG and the Dogs 

Unit. 

The friends they met on the 

holidays, they still speak to even 

with the gap in the holidays due to 

the current pandemic. 

So thankyou to all connect-

ed with The Gurney Fund for 

everything you do. The difference 

the fund makes to Lucas and Imi’s 

quality of life is immeasurable. At 

the moment they are both doing 

well but knowing the Fund will 

support them with counselling if 

needed.

It is so good to be able to allow 

them to experience so much more 

than they ever would have done 

from their weekly sports to special 

days out or trips away. So many 

days/weeks I’ve been unable to 

even function for myself, let alone 

be a mum to them. 

Thankyou for their Christmas 

gifts and your continued support. 

It is so hard receiving help from 

others, I do feel guilty and seriously 

don’t feel worthy of all the efforts 

others have gone to, to raise funds 

for my children. Equally I am forev-

er grateful for it. The favour will be 

returned one day.

Paula from Leicestershire is mum to Lucas and Imogen.  
She talks about how The Gurney Fund has helped her family

Invaluable Gurney Help
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Q. How old are you? 

A. We are both 18 this year! 

Q. How did you meet? 

A. We met on The Gurney Fund 

sailing holiday in 2019. We weren’t 

on the same boat but we would all 

hang out together in the evening.

Q. Why did you become part of 

The Gurney Fund? What’s your 

backstory? 

A. Georgie: My Dad passed away 

from cancer when I was almost 

three. He was a police officer in Sus-

sex, and I joined The Gurney Fund 

soon after he passed away.

Lucy: My mum was stabbed at 

work and as a result had to medi-

cally retire, she was a police officer 

in Hampshire and I joined The Gur-

ney Fund when I was about 13.

Q. What have you received 

as part of The Gurney Fund? 

Education funding, holidays, 

books, driving lessons etc.?

A. Georgie: The Gurney Fund have 

invited me on every annual holiday 

since I was 11.

Lucy: The Gurney Fund paid 

for me to get a laptop to help me 

out with my college work as well 

as textbooks I needed for some of 

my courses. When I turned 17 they 

helped with the cost of my driving 

lessons too.

Q. What’s the best thing about 

being part of The Gurney Fund 

family, despite having joined in 

sad circumstances? 

A. It’s really nice to meet people 

and be able to talk to people about 

situations and things you couldn’t 

talk to other people about, as they 

can relate to you and understand 

more what you’re saying or going 

through. 

Even though everyone is on the 

Holidays for a sad reason, everyone 

talks openly about their experiences 

and it doesn’t stop anyone from 

having loads of fun! 

The Gurney Fund has a family 

atmosphere about it which we find 

really special and you couldn’t get 

that anywhere else.

Q. What’s the support been like 

from The Gurney Fund? 

A. The support from The Gurney 

Fund is amazing both emotionally 

and financially, from the amazing 

team at The Gurney Fund to the 

opportunities they have given us. 

The support is invaluable!

Q. What’s it like having a friend 

like each other through The 

Gurney Fund?

A. Georgie: Having a friend like 

Lucy is great because even though 

we live quite far from each other 

we keep in contact all the time and 

every time we see each other it’s like 

we never left! 

Even though she’s one of my 

newer Gurney Fund friends she’s 

definitely a friend for life!

Lucy: Me and Georgie have only 

known each other for two years but 

it feels like forever. 

We get on so well and we try to 

meet up at every opportunity that 

we get! 

I’m so glad that I met Georgie on 

the holiday as she’s one of my best 

friends and we’re now planning to 

go on holiday together!

We’re Friends For Life

Terry, a medically retired 

officer from Hampshire 

would like to say a massive 

thank you to The Gurney 

Fund for all the help over the 

last few years.

“The money we receive from 

The Gurney Fund has given 

Spencer the opportunity to 

try new activities, in particular 

golf and climbing, which helps 

with his confidence. He simply 

would not be able to do these 

things without your help so 

thank you.

“Being able to pay for 

some home tuition has given 

Fletcher, our eldest who has 

dyslexia and dyspraxia, an 

amazing opportunity to catch 

up with where he should be at 

school. Again you are helping 

to provide opportunities above 

and beyond what we could 

afford”.

“The financial assistance 

has also allowed us to cope 

better with birthdays, Christ-

mas and family activities 

throughout the year.

“Due to a prolonged period 

off work following surgery, 

I dropped down to half pay 

which was very stressful so 

without  your funding we 

would not have coped as a 

family and your funding helped 

keep us out of debt”.

“We do not take the funding 

for granted and count our-

selves lucky and fortunate for 

the help you have offered and 

saying thank you doesn’t seem 

to do it justice. The Gurney 

Fund has been amazing.”

Providing Opportunities ‘Beyond What We Could Afford’
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The Board of Trustees is 

concerned that the referral of 

some families is being missed. 

Outgoing Trustee Pete Land not-

ed: “There are probably many more 

police officer families who could 

do with the Fund’s assistance; how 

to reach them is the Fund’s biggest 

challenge. 

“We know police officers are 

proud people who tend not to ask 

for help.”

At The Gurney Fund we appre-

ciate fully the stresses and strains 

everyone is facing.

However, we would urge 

subscribing forces, colleagues 

and friends to encourage anyone 

with children who may qualify for 

assistance to contact us either 

through their local Federation, Fund 

representative or direct.

To remind everyone: assistance 

may be considered where an 

officer has died, on and off duty, 

leaving children who are in full-time 

education.

It is also open to the children of 

police pensioners who have retired 

on medical grounds or died and, 

where the death or medical retire-

ment is duty related, to the children 

of special constables.

To contact the Fund directly 

you can telephone: 01902 237256 

or e-mail the Fund’s Manager at 

chris@thegurneyfund.org.

Sign Up For Gurney’s Help

“Thank you for providing support 
to Freddie and Florrie. They are very 

lucky and we really appreciate it. 
Chris and Sherral at the Fund’s office 

have been so helpful and patient; 
the children wouldn’t have been so 
fortunate without that support”.

Jennie from Wiltshire

At their May meeting, The Gurney Fund Trustees 
awarded almost £10,000 towards computers, 
driving lessons, books and school uniform  

for our beneficiaries.

mailto:chris@thegurneyfund.org

