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Evie-Rose’s Adventures
Evie-Rose Anderson, 21, is 

immensely grateful for the 

support of The Gurney Fund 

since her dad died in March 2016.

Her father Dave was unwell dur-

ing the end of his service and had 

retired on medical grounds shortly 

before his death. 

The Gurney Fund has since 

helped Evie-Rose with equipment 

and field trips for her degree.

Evie-Rose’s mum, Lorraine, a 

retired police officer herself, said: “I 

was put in touch with The Gurney 

Fund, but in the first year of Dave’s 

passing I wasn’t ready to look into 

it.”

But the following year The 

Gurney Fund called the family again 

and explained how they could help.  

Lorraine said: “Over the years 

they have been very good to us. If I 

need to ring them, they will always 

sit and listen to me.

“The Fund helped my kids 

through education – that little bit 

extra that you know is coming really 

helps financially and emotionally.”

Evie-Rosie said: “I do a Physical 

Geography degree that includes a 

lot of field trips. The Gurney Fund 

has allowed me to get all the equip-

ment that I’ve needed, for example 

walking boots and backpacks. 

“I went to the Arctic Circle in Fin-

land with their help, and other little 

trips like the Isle of Wight. They also 

paid for my Apple MacBook.”

“They’ve been amazing to me. 

It’s nice to know that you have 

someone backing you up.” 

Both Lorraine and Evie-Rose said 

the best thing about The Gurney 

Fund was its personal touch.

Lorraine said: “The thing I find 

amazing is that they remember my 

children’s names – even though it 

is Evie-Rose that has used the Fund 

over the last couple of years, they 

always ask about my boys too.”

Evie-Rose agreed: “It’s lovely 

knowing that someone is caring for 

me. Even though my dad’s not here, 

I have someone who knows the 

situation and cares. 

Lorraine added: “Having another 

form of support, whatever the cir-

cumstances of your partner’s loss, it 

just makes you feel worthy. We are 

very, very grateful.”
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“The Gurney Fund has helped me get all the equipment I need for my degree”
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Phoebe, in her final year studying Equine Sports Science, said: “Thank you 
for supporting me through my time in education; it has been a great help.”

Max’s mum said: “Thank you 
very much for the extra money at 
Christmas. I really appreciated it 
and decided to buy Max a police 

motorbike, which he loves.”

“With your 
support, 

Poppy and 
Florence are able 

to continue in 
their 

sporting 
achievements.”

Lucy said: 
“A huge 

thank you 
for paying 

towards 
my driving 

lessons.”

Thanks For The Support

Phoebe’s Grateful For Degree Support

Lucy’s Driving Success Max’s Christmas Joy

Helping Sporty Sisters



Harper’s Law Donation
When Thames Valley Police 

officer PC Andrew Harper was 

killed on duty in August 2019, his 

wife Lissie vowed to help change 

the law to protect emergency 

service workers.

Since his death, Lissie has 

campaigned for a change in the 

law, named Harper’s Law after her 

husband. As part of her campaign, 

Lissie was interviewed by a national 

newspaper, which offered her a 

financial contribution towards her 

campaign. 

Lissie decided to share the 

money with two policing charities 

that she says make a real difference 

to the police family. The donation 

of £5,000 will be split between 

The Gurney Fund and Flint House 

Rehabilitation Centre.

Lissie said: “I wanted to give 

something back to the police family. 

I know from my own experience the 

pain and heartache losing a loved 

one brings. It’s something you will 

never fully get over.

“When I heard that The Gurney 

Fund supported the children of 

officers who had died or been 

medically retired, I knew this was 

a charity I wanted to support. I 

hope the donation can help to 

make these children’s lives a little bit 

more normal in a time when their 

world will feel like it has been turned 

upside down.”

On behalf of the Board of 

Trustees, The Gurney Fund’s 

Chairman Tim Packham said he 

looked forward to receiving the 

donation. He said: “Our thoughts 

and best wishes go to Mrs Harper 

and Andrew’s family”.

Gurney Fund beneficiaries can now get £1,000 towards counselling. 

The Board decided to increase the amount from the previous £500, be-

cause of the current challenges that children and young people are facing 

due to the COVID-19 pandemic.

When The Gurney Fund started funding counselling two years ago, the 

Trustees, all of whom are serving police officers, said they recognised that 

sometimes it isn’t the material things that make the difference, it is simply 

being able to talk to someone about what has affected them or their family. 

Counselling is the most common form of talking therapy. It can help 

young people deal with issues and events and the effects they are having 

on their well-being, help them talk things through, support them without 

feeling judged – and in confidence. 

While counselling is available through the NHS and privately, there can be 

long waiting times or a prohibitive cost.

To apply for reimbursement for counselling, families registered with The 

Gurney Fund may submit receipts by post or email to Sherral Keywood at 

sherral@thegurneyfund.org.

More Funds Towards Counselling 
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Picture posed by models
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At their February meeting, The Gurney Fund Trustees 
awarded almost £10,000 towards computers, 
driving lessons, books and school uniform.

Keep in touch
Write: 9 Bath Road, Worthing, West Sussex, BN11 3NU Call: 01903 237256 Email: info@gurneyfund.org

 Registered Charity No: 1156903
/TheGurneyFund @GurneyFund

The past 12 months have been so 

difficult for us all. 

We have all been affected in 

some way: some of us have lost 

loved ones, others have suffered 

from the effects of the virus. 

We have all had to live with re-

strictions that have turned our lives 

upside down. 

We have not been able to work in 

the way we normally would, haven’t 

been able to meet with our family 

and friends, many people have lost 

their jobs and our young people 

have had to learn in very different 

ways than they would want. 

With schools being closed to all 

but the children of key workers, and 

universities moving to online learn-

ing, the impact on young people 

has been significant. 

At the start of this pandemic, 

some children may not have been 

too upset that their school was 

closed, but as time went on this 

view changed for many. Not being 

able to socialise with your friends is 

tough, and having to home school 

is really hard, not just for children 

but also for parents and carers. 

Young people wanting to expe-

rience university life have had that 

opportunity removed. 

The Gurney Fund is a charity that 

cares. I have been a Trustee for 

many years and I couldn’t be more 

proud of the help and support we 

give to families. 

The impact of the pandemic on 

those children and young people 

we help is very real. Last year we 

were forced to cancel the sailing 

and activity holidays and sadly this 

year we have had to do the same. 

I know how much these holidays 

mean to those who attend, and 

that’s why we will make sure next 

year’s holidays are the best they 

can be! 

We wanted to show in some 

small way that the Trustees were 

thinking of our beneficiaries in 

these difficult times. In June 2020 

we gave £100 to every beneficiary 

to help with costs incurred during 

lockdown, and we know from the 

response this was appreciated. 

With the effects of the pandemic 

continuing, we have agreed to do 

the same this year. We will be giving 

£100 to every beneficiary. 

These have been tough and chal-

lenging times; I hope this small ges-

ture shows those who The Gurney 

Fund supports that we are there for 

you. Please take care of yourselves 

and each other. 

John Apter

Gurney Fund Trustee and Chair 

of the Police Federation of 

England & Wales 

Extra Help For Gurney Kids


