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Lucy’s Fundraising Run
The Gurney Fund beneficiary 

Lucy wasn’t going to let the 

coronavirus pandemic ruin her 

fundraising efforts as she took 

on a 10 mile run to raise money 

for the charity.

Lucy, 17, embarked on a 10 mile 

run around Southsea along with a 

team of dinosaurs (or Hampshire 

Police officers in their day job). Their 

original plan to take part in the 

Great South Run was cancelled due 

to COVID-19.

Lucy has been a part of The 

Gurney Fund for almost three years 

after her mum, a Hampshire Police 

officer, was medically retired after 

being stabbed.

Lucy said she wanted to raise 

money for The Gurney Fund to say 

thank you for all the help the charity 

has given her over the years.

She explained: “Last year I 

watched the Great South Run and 

thought it looked really cool. So 

with the help of some Hampshire 

Police officers we decided to still do 

the run on the day it should have 

been held.”

Hampshire Police Federation Rep 

Spencer Wragg, former Hamp-

shire Police Federation Chair Alex 

Charge and former PC Mark Walsh 

joined Lucy on the run. Spencer 

and Alex also dressed as dinosaurs, 

costumes they’ve run in before and 

describe as being “like a sauna”.

Lucy explained that she was a 

bit apprehensive about the run. She 

said: “I hadn’t really run before be-

cause I have a bad knee, so I started 

to train at the start of lockdown as I 

could only run a mile.”

However, Lucy and her dinosaurs 

all completed the run and raised 

over £1,700 for The Gurney Fund.

She said: “I have met my best 

friends through The Gurney Fund.

“Through the Fund you may 

have the opportunity to participate 

in a week long activity holiday or, 

when you turn 16, may go sailing 

for a week. I’ve only been on one 

holiday and I still talk to everybody.

“The Gurney Fund is like a family. 

There’s nothing really like it. You 

can meet people who have been 

through similar experiences, talk 

about things and you don’t feel 

judged.”
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“It’s been a tough year since being medically retired. Adjusting to life 

away from the police has been a huge change on us all, but thanks to The 

Gurney Fund the children have been able to continue with their activities.

“Harry has Cerebral Palsy and has been able to continue with his disabil-

ity football sessions at Portsmouth FC, and we have also been able to buy 

a specialist cycle so he can now come out for bike rides with the rest of the 

family. Harry also does weekly trampolining sessions and attends Scouts.

“George is sport mad, his main passion is football where over the last 

couple of years he is shining as an excellent goalkeeper – he plays for Ha-

vant and Waterlooville as their U10 goalkeeper. 

“He was spotted by Portsmouth FC and as such he now plays for Ports-

mouth FC as their U10 goalkeeper in the Junior Premier League. George also 

does Judo, swimming and Cubs. Without the direct support of The Gurney 

Fund, George would not be able to do all of these activities.

“Although only four, Lilly is as energetic as the boys – she attends nursery 

and goes to ballet, gymnastics and trampolining.

“As sad as it was being forced to retire, I now get to spend so much time 

with the children. We have to travel a lot of miles for George’s football, but 

being medically retired and not having to work shifts we are able to get the 

children to all of their activities. Seeing them having so much fun is great.”

Jason from Hampshire

Your Invaluable Support

Honouring Fallen Friends
The 17th National Police Memorial Day 

Service remembering thousands of police 

officers who have died on duty was as 

emotional and moving as ever this year, 

despite being held virtually. 

The online service – which featured police and 

religious leaders, politicians and families of fallen 

officers – was made even more poignant follow-

ing the murder of Metropolitan Police officer Sgt 

Matt Ratana just two days before. 

Prince Charles, who is patron of NPMD, paid 

tribute to UK police officers, saying they had 

“earned the admiration of the world” and would 

always have a “special place in the heart” of our 

grateful nation. 

He said: “The dreadful incident in Croydon is 

an example of the dangers our police officers 

face daily. 

“We owe our remarkable police officers the 

most profound debt of gratitude.” 

Prime Minister Boris Johnson said: “When I 

think of our officers I think of the extraordinary 

courage they show every day. 

“The officers we remember today represent 

the very best of us. They laid down their lives to 

prevent us from coming to harm. We own them 

a huge debt.”

The service also received contributions from 

the Home Secretary, who gave a tribute and a 

reading, and the Archbishop of Canterbury.

The British Police Symphony Orchestra played 

‘I vow to thee my country’, with more than 60 

musicians who had proudly recorded their con-

tributions while in isolation from homes across 

the UK.

More than 4,000 police officers who have died 

on duty were remembered. 

Officers who have died on duty over the past 

year had their names read out. 

They are Sgt Matt Ratana and PC Chris Miller, 

of the Metropolitan Police; SC Resham Singh 

Nahal, of West Midlands Police; PC Matt Lannie, 

of South Yorkshire Police; PC Nick Dumphreys, of 

Cumbria Police; DC Jon Hicken, of Dorset Police; 

and PC Roy Buggins, of Police Scotland. 

If you missed it, you can see the service 

again here: www.polfed.org/news-media/lat-

est-news/2020/fallen-officers-honoured-at-na-

tional-police-memorial-day/

http://www.polfed.org/news-media/latest-news/2020/fallen-officers-honoured-at-national-police-memorial-day/
http://www.polfed.org/news-media/latest-news/2020/fallen-officers-honoured-at-national-police-memorial-day/
http://www.polfed.org/news-media/latest-news/2020/fallen-officers-honoured-at-national-police-memorial-day/
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“Our continued thanks 
for the support you give. 

Your generosity has 
provided opportunities 
for our daughter Finn 

to enjoy a range of 
sporting activities. These 

have brought her new 
associations and helped 

build her confidence 
within group settings and 

in her own abilities.”

Tim Packham’s appointment as The Gurney 

Fund’s new Chairman was approved by the 

Board of Trustees in August. 

At the meeting Mr Packham advised his 

colleagues that, taking over from  Paul Upham, 

he had some big shoes to fill. This created a 

vacancy for a Vice-Chair and Ollie Abercrombie 

(pictured right) was appointed in November.

There have been number of other changes 

to the Board this year. Jenny Gilmer from South 

Wales attended her first meeting as an NPCC rep-

resentative in August. Mark Tyler from Essex, an 

Inspectors’ reserve since July 2017, was appointed 

as a Trustee in November.

We were delighted when, following her promo-

tion to Assistant Chief Constable for Hampshire, 

Lucy Hutson (pictured left) agreed to fill the 

Fund’s long standing NPCC vacancy. Lucy has 

been a Fund Superintendents’ representative 

since 2018. The NPCC vacancy had just been 

advertised and we received a fantastic response. 

Three applicants have agreed to take up re-

serve positions:  Jon Reilly from Avon & Somerset 

(South West Regional Organised Crime Unit); 

Rachel Nolan from Essex; and Paul Mills from 

Wiltshire.

These changes left a Superintendents’ 

vacancy, which was filled by Ian Simmons from 

Cambridgeshire in November.

The Chairman and Board of Trustees are 

grateful for the support provided by the Chief 

Constables from subscribing forces, and Wendy 

Conway from the Police Superintendents’ Associ-

ation for their assistance with these vacancies.

Trustee Update

At their November meeting, the Trustees awarded  
£88,000 for higher education grants and £24,000 

towards computers, driving lessons, books  
and school uniform.

I don’t think any of us are going to forget 

2020 in a hurry. With the additional 

pressures everyone is facing it seems timely 

to provide a reminder about who The 

Gurney Fund may be able to assist.

Our remit is for the care and education of the 

children of deceased or medically retired police 

officers from our subscribing forces. 

This applies to on and off duty, and also 

covers the children of police pensioners if they 

are still in full-time education. 

The families of Special constables may also 

be considered where the death or retirement 

was on duty.

We have a local representative in each of 

our 22 forces; hopefully those needing our as-

sistance are referred to us or provided with the 

information they need to contact us direct. 

At the time you lose a loved one or retire, you 

may not be in a position to take this in.

Please do make sure you hold on to all the 

information with which you are provided and 

review it at a later date if you should ever need 

our help. 

You can contact us directly through our 

website at www.gurneyfund.org. The Police 

Charities UK website has a useful Find A Charity 

facility at www.policecharitiesuk.org.

Best wishes for the festive season from myself 

and Sherral Keywood (Fund  Administrator). 

Chris McNicol

Fund Manager

How The Gurney Fund Can Help You

http://www.gurneyfund.org
http://www.policecharitiesuk.org
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Keep in touch
Write: 9 Bath Road, Worthing, West Sussex, BN11 3NU Call: 01903 237256 Email: info@gurneyfund.org

 Registered Charity No: 1156903
/TheGurneyFund @GurneyFund

It is a privilege to be able 

to update you as the newly 

appointed Chair of The Gurney 

Fund following Paul Upham’s 

retirement – I will touch on this a 

bit later.

2020 has a been a year like no 

other, with the ongoing impact, 

disruptions and restrictions caused 

by COVID-19. 

However, it has been another 

busy year for The Gurney Fund as 

we find different ways of working 

through the pandemic to enable us 

to continue to provide support to 

families and offer “A helping hand 

when you need it the most”.

At our November meeting, we 

supported our older beneficiaries 

who are continuing in higher or 

further education. 

This year we helped 59 students 

who are studying a variety of 

subjects ranging from Astrophys-

ics to Sciences – including things 

that were unheard of when I was 

younger, such as Sports Strength 

and Conditioning; Equestrian and 

Sports Science; Film Studies; Game 

Development Programming; and 

Paramedic Science.

Cancelled Holidays

Unfortunately, the associated 

COVID-19 risks and enforced tem-

porary closures of many business 

throughout the summer, with the 

additional ban on household mix-

ing, resulted in the cancellation of 

both this year’s sailing and activity 

holidays.

Due to the current situation and 

ongoing uncertainty, we have 

sadly taken the decision to cancel 

the sailing and activity holidays 

planned for 2021. 

We appreciate how desperately 

disappointed everyone is about 

this, but protecting everyone from 

COVID-19 is the Fund’s main priority.

A big thank you to Sherral who 

deals with all the co-ordinating 

and administration for both events 

and had the task of cancelling 

everything. We hope to be able to 

invite beneficiaries back for the holi-

days in 2022.

Dedicated Service

It would be remiss of me not to 

mention the outgoing Chair, Paul 

Upham. 

Paul has been involved with The 

Gurney Fund for just over 24 years. 

He attended his first meeting in 

1996 and became Chair in 2002; a 

position he held for just under 18 

years before his retirement. 

On behalf of the Fund, Chris, 

Sherral, the Fund’s advisors and all 

of the Trustees, I would like to thank 

Paul for his long and dedicated 

service and wish him and his wife 

Geraldine a very long, happy and 

healthy retirement.

New Faces

I am pleased to have welcomed 

two new Trustees to The Gurney 

Fund at our last meeting: Mark 

Tyler from Essex and Ian Simmons 

from Cambridgeshire. 

With these appointments we 

now have a full board of Trustees. 

Also, I can inform you that Ollie 

Abercrombie was elected as Vice-

Chair.

On behalf of myself as I find my 

feet and fellow Trustees, thank you 

to Chris and Sherral in the office for 

the hard work and effort they put in 

behind the scenes. 

It makes our lives as Trustees so 

much easier.

May I take this opportunity to 

wish you and your families a very 

Happy Christmas, and a healthy 

and prosperous New Year. 

Tim Packham 

Chair

Chair’s Christmas Message


