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Daniel (fifth from
right) on holiday with
his Gurney friends.

You’ve Helped Me So Much
“I can’t say how grateful I am
and I honestly believe the Fund
has helped me out so much over
the last seven years.”
Daniel has sent us the most lovely
letter about how important The
Gurney Fund is to him. Here’s what
he said: “I’ve been a part of The
Gurney Fund since I was a mere 12
years old and I’m now 18 and have
just completed my seventh week
away. When I first arrived, I was so

who have built up friendships that
will last for years to come. Then
each year after, new friends have
joined and the family gets bigger
and bigger, year on year.
“The amazing thing about the
holiday is the fact that it works. It
could very easily be awkward and
negative because the reason why
we are there is negative, however,
after the first holiday, right up to
my seventh, I have come away with

the conversation just happens, no
pressure, no set times, but we share
our experiences.
“Back at home, I’m the only
one in my friendship group that’s
lost a parent. Although they are
all supportive, there isn’t that level
of understanding because they
don’t know what it’s like, but on the
trip, you can relate to people, and
understand that it’s ok to grieve but
also, it’s ok to move on and maybe

ships, new experiences.
“The Gurney Fund has helped
me to realise that, although my
dad isn’t here in person, his legacy
has lived on and it has meant that
actually, I don’t get sad about the
loss because he is still giving those
new memories, new friendships,
new experiences.
“But, none of this could’ve
happened if it wasn’t for the people
of The Gurney Fund who run the

“The Gurney Fund has helped me to realise that my dad’s legacy has lived on”
nervous and was thrown into this
big group of people from all over
the country, with only one, not very
nice, bond that meant we were on
the trip in the first place.
“But the support from the likes of
John Apter, Tracey, and many others
on my first year... they managed to
form this tight knit group of friends

memories that will last forever.
“The lovely thing about the
holiday is that there’s no pressure
to bring up your past, and for the
reasons why you are there, there’s
no awkwardness in feeling that you
have to tell your story, but in my
case, as well as many others, we
have one night of the week where
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not get as upset as you did at first.
“The biggest thing that I have got
from the Fund is the understanding that although my dad passed
away, his legacy still goes on.
Because of the job that he did, a job
that is respected, he can support
his children even if he is not there, to
give new memories, new friend-

charity, whether that be volunteers
on the trips, or being in the office
organising it, or the people who
donate to the Fund, I can’t say how
grateful I am and I honestly believe
the Fund has helped me out so
much over the last seven years.
Thank you so much for the support
you have given me.”
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Keeping Up With Our Sporty Welsh Duo!
Gurney Kids Llewelyn and Dafydd from Cardiff had a busy summer camping and surfing. Between them they take part in various activities. Llewelyn
(above left) is doing exceptionally well at rugby and is the top point scorer for his club. He also races with Cardiff Ski Club. Dafydd loves (above right)
attending Cubs and Tae Kwon Do as well as rugby, like his brother. Dad Jason says the boys are inspirational and every day make him proud.

Lucy Tries Out Policing
In September I completed a
week’s work experience with
Hampshire Police officers in
Winchester, writes Gurney Kid
Lucy Stoneley.
I attended an interview earlier
on in the year and when I found
out that I was lucky enough to
have been offered a place I was
so excited and I was really looking
forward to it.
I spent most of my time with the
Neighbourhood Team, who were
very welcoming and they were all
really friendly.
I learnt a lot about what they
were doing and what their day
consisted of.
Whenever anyone went out of
the office to attend a job they would
offer for me to go with them.
When we were out they
explained to me what they were
doing and they always made sure I
was safe wherever we went.
I spent two days with the Response Team, who collected me to
take me on patrol.
I also really enjoyed these days
as I went to some really interesting
jobs and it made me realise how
lucky I am.
I went to the Southern Support
headquarters at Hamble and was
really lucky that I got to go to the
Control Room and listen into some
calls.
It was really interesting seeing

what the controllers do when dispatching officers and seeing how
difficult it is for the people working
in the Control Room.
When we were at the headquarters we got to see a search dog
and talk to the dog handler. I really
enjoyed this as I would love to do
this as a job myself.
My work experience was such an
amazing week and I’m so happy I
had the chance to do it.
Anyone who thinks policing may
be a possible career path should
definitely apply.
Thank you to everyone that
worked with me and looked after
me during my work experience as
I had a great time and wish I could
do it again!
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Gladys The
Trailblazer
The memoirs of Gladys Howard,
Portsmouth’s first female Police
Inspector, have been published
and a share of the profits will
be donated to The Gurney
Fund. We are most grateful to
the Hampshire Constabulary
History Society, in particular Dr
Clifford Williams, for this gesture.
For more information and to
order a book follow: www.mangobooks.co.uk/book.php?b=35
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Welcome To Our New Trustees
The Gurney Fund would like to welcome Ollie Abercrombie and Lucy Hutson to our Board of
Trustees. Here, they share why they are looking forward to being involved with our work.

A big hello to The Gurney Family!
My name is Ollie Abercrombie
and I have been a police officer
for seven years.
I am looking forward to starting
a new challenge being on the
board of The Gurney Fund.
I joined Devon and Cornwall
Police in 2011 as a Police Community
Support Officer in Torquay, before I
joined the force as Police Constable
in 2014.
I’ve been stationed in Torquay
ever since, where I have served as a
frontline response officer my whole
career. I still really enjoy going to
work and dealing with a variety of
different jobs.
I got to know about The Gurney
Fund while talking with an officer
who knew someone receiving help
from them.

As a police officer with an
inquisitive mind, I completed some
research and established what the
Fund was all about.
As soon as I read about it I knew I
wanted to get involved and help as
much as I can.
Having that feeling of helping
someone is why I joined the police
and if I could extend that by working with The Gurney Fund, then
that’s what I want to do.
I want to help give something
back to people who have lost a
loved one or have had their loved
one retire on medical grounds.
I want to help those involved in
the Fund reach their potential and I
want to give them as much support
as possible on their way.
While I am a Trustee I hope to
help as many children as practically

possible. I hope to help build their
pathway with them and make sure
that they can achieve.

My name is Lucy Hutson and I
am a Chief Superintendent with
Hampshire Constabulary.
I have been a police officer for 22
years and have worked a variety
of roles across the force both as a
detective and in uniform.
Most recently I have worked
in Force Development, planning
and implementing organisational
change before I moved to work
within the Hampshire and Thames
Valley Joint Operations Unit (JOU).
I worked here, firstly as Head
of Roads Policing and then as the
temporary Head of Command. I
now am proud to be the Head of

the Response and Patrol command
in Hampshire, leading officers
delivering emergency response 24/7
across the two counties.
I have been aware of The Gurney
Fund for a little while now, having
met some of the children on The
Gurney Fund holidays when they
have visited Hampshire Constabulary and in particularly some of the
Joint Operations Teams.
I think The Gurney Fund provides
a really invaluable service to help
and support children and I am
really pleased to now be actively
involved in the Charity.
I would like to help continue the
great work already underway to
spread knowledge of the Charity
and its outstanding work – and
encourage more officers to sign up
to regular subscriptions.

At our November Trustee meeting we awarded
just over £85,000 in grants towards university
costs, driving lessons, computers, school
trips, music lessons and sports kit.
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Chair’s Christmas Message
This year has been yet another
busy one for the Fund. Sadly
the need for assistance never
goes away and, like most years,
several new families have been
welcomed by the Fund.
For those of you who are not au
fait with the Fund’s processes, we
usually have four meetings per year.
In February, we complete our
Annual Review of all of the families
who are in receipt of assistance
from us. This usually results in several families having their allowances
increased. Conversely, some are
either reduced or come off the Fund
completely. All decisions are based
on the financial information we
have in front of us.
In May, we tackle the Risk Register
and Investment policy – a very mundane but necessary task.
In August, we review our yearly
accounts and the Trustees’ report
prior to publication and circulation
to the relevant financial bodies.
Finally, in November we support
our older beneficiaries who have
attained the grades they need to
allow them to continue in further or
higher education.
This November, we helped 63
students who are studying subjects
such as Law, Physics, Medicine,
English, Animal Welfare, Engineering, Horticulture, Agriculture, and

Musical Theatre – as well as many,
many others. They never told me
about some of these interesting
topics when I was at school!
As usual, some of our younger
beneficiaries enjoyed the annual
trip to PGL in the summer whilst the
older ones had their sailing holiday.
So many thanks are due to so
many people who arrange or
participate in these events and
we thank them enormously. The
Trustees have agreed to fund these
events again in 2019.

We must record our thanks to
Chris and Sherral in the office, who
work extremely hard to keep us on
track and for all the behind-thescenes work they do. As a group,
we would be completely lost
without them.
Following his election as Chair
of the Police Federation of England
and Wales, John Apter has stood
down as Vice-Chair of the Fund.
We wish him well in his new and
challenging role.
Tim Packham, the Federation

Treasurer, has taken over this role.
During the year we have had to
say goodbye to several of our Trustees but, thankfully, we are almost
back to full strength again.
In the run up to Christmas, may
I take this opportunity to wish you
and your families a very Happy,
Holy and Peaceful Christmas, and a
healthy and prosperous New Year.
Paul Upham
Chair
The Gurney Fund

Important
Dates

We really love receiving your letters and pictures like these from
Katie and Tallulah. Please keep them coming in 2019! Wishing you a
peaceful Christmas and New Year from all at The Gurney Fund!

Keep in touch

Write: 9 Bath Road, Worthing, West Sussex, BN11 3NU

/TheGurneyFund
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Call: 01903 237256

@GurneyFund
www.gurneyfund.org

12 December:
Deadline for application forms
for the 2019 Annual Review
11 January, 12 April, 12 July and
18 October:
Closing dates for applications
for the quarterly Trustees’
meetings.
12-19 July:
Sailing holiday
4-9 August:
Activity holiday

Email: info@gurneyfund.org
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