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Our Gurney kids have had a great time at our annual holidays. See what they have been up to inside! 

AUTUMN NEWSLETTER 2017

Welcome To Our Family!
Hello and a big, warm, Gurney 

Fund welcome to our brand-new 

newsletter. 

At The Gurney Fund, we think 

what we do is great, so we thought 

why not let everyone else know just 

how great we are too? 

Our quarterly newsletters will 

showcase what we’ve been up to, 

how your donations are being used 

by the charity, who we’re helping, 

how you can get involved and of 

course lots and lots of news and 

stories.

If you don’t know what The 

Gurney Fund is, we’re a charity 

supporting children whose parents 

have died or been medically retired 

on or off duty. We support the 

educational needs of our children 

with financial help, making sure 

they don’t suffer as a result of losing 

a parent or one that is too poorly 

to work. 

We give some of our children 

weekly grants, as well as contribu-

tions towards things such as school 

trips, school uniform, books, dance 

lessons, music lessons, driving les-

sons and holiday trips – there really 

is a wide range of areas where we 

support them.

We’re more than just financial 

support however, we give our chil-

dren the chance to join us annually 

on an activity or sailing holiday. This 

allows the #GurneyKids the chance 

to make special memories with a 

group who understand what each 

other is going through. 

You can find out more about 

who we are and what we do on 

page 4 where we catch up with our 

Vice Chairman, John Apter. 

294 families are currently registered with the Gurney Fund: more than 200 
of these receive some form of financial assistance.

We awarded nearly £14,500 in grants at our August Trustees’ meeting: these 
will go towards university course fees, computers, books, swimming lessons, 
school trips, sportswear, school uniform and driving lessons.
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“I plan on donating to The Gurney Fund 

when I’m older in the hope that somebody 

else receives the same assistance and 

opportunities I have. The work you guys do is 

incredible.”  
Tom – Wiltshire

“The Gurney Fund provides so much support 
for the children who feel like they have a 
special benefactor.”  Rebekah – Norfolk
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Summer Fun, Gurney Style

“It’s hard to describe what the Gurney sailing 

trip experience is like but it’s something very 

special. Thank you so much.”  Joe – Bedfordshire

“These Gurney trips have provided Joe with friends, 
freedom, independence, fun, laughter and new 
experiences. Thank you for giving him an 18th birthday 
he will remember for the rest of his life.”  Anita – Bedfordshire
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“These kids, they’ve gone 

through far too much in their 

short lives, and that’s why they 

need support, and that’s why 

I’m really passionate about The 

Gurney Fund.”

We caught up with our 

Vice-Chairman of Trustees, John 

Apter, for a quick chat on his 

involvement with The Gurney Fund 

and the work the charity carries 

out.

Here’s what he had to say.

“Having been involved with The 

Gurney Fund for 9-10 years now, it 

is still such a special charity to me. 

There are many Police charities, 

all who do fantastic work, but 

The Gurney Fund is different, and 

that’s what stands out.

“We look after the children of 

officers we’ve lost, or are really 

poorly, and nothing in my mind 

can be as important as the sup-

port for those left behind by those 

we’ve lost or are so poorly they 

can’t work.”

John adds: “The underpinning 

message from the charity is that 

we help with the educational 

needs of children. We want to 

make sure that no child suffers as 

a result of losing a parent or be-

cause their parent has lost their 

job because of ill health.

“So we give them a weekly 

grant, but we also support them in 

other ways.

“We will give them contributions 

or pay towards school trips, school 

uniform, books, lessons such as 

dance lessons, music lessons, 

driving lessons, holiday trips. A 

wide range of things that we can 

support them on.

“I see it across all of the 22 

forces, the real benefit that it brings 

to the kids, and it does give them 

opportunities that they would 

never have had.

“Every year we take the children 

on either an activity or sailing holi-

day, and this wouldn’t be possible 

without donations or the help of 

our volunteers.

“The volunteers are people who 

are connected to the police, either 

staff or officers – I had a former 

chief officer come with me this year 

– or even ex beneficiaries. It really 

helps welcome the children to the 

police family.

“It’s also really important for 

the kids that there is that connec-

tion to policing, because we’re 

really passionate about making 

sure that the police family is there 

for them. 

“It’s all voluntary from the mem-

bers, from the officers, from the 22 

subscribing forces and we fund the 

charity from that, that’s how we 

fund everything that we do.

“So it’s important that people, if 

they don’t subscribe, that they do, 

or give us donations and help us to 

support the children. 

“It’s right that the police family 

come together and look out for 

these children.”

Find out more or to donate, go 

to www.gurneyfund.org

We Make A Difference

Holly from Thames Valley and 

Andrew from Hertfordshire met 

and became friends through The 

Gurney Fund sailing holidays. 

They have both graduated from 

Nottingham Trent University: 

Holly in Forensic Psychology and 

Andrew in Criminology.

Molly, from Hampshire, graduated from Keele University with a first class honours in Biochemistry. She said: “A big thank you to The Gurney Fund for all your support and generosity over the past years throughout my education.”

“I would like to thank you all for the 
continued help and invaluable support 
you provide us as a family.” 
 Lisa – South Wales

“The grant that Harriet is lucky to 
receive really makes a difference to 
her life and sport.”  Sarah – Leicestershire

“Thank you so much for the 
experience The Gurney Fund 
allowed me to have in South Africa. 
The sport and culture there was 
incredible and something I will 
never forget.”  Hattie – Leicestershire


